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Agenda Agenda

o Welcome  & Introductions

o Provisions of Independent Living (IL)

o PCSA Legal Involvement with Youth

o IL Assessments and IL Plan

o IL Funding

o IL Services and IL Skills Toolkit 

o IL Classes

o Credit Reports 

o NYTD 

o Transition Planning 

o Education Training Voucher (ETV)

o Young Adult Services 

o Bridges

o Q & A  
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OHILA Ohio Independent Living Association

Our Mission: The Ohio independent living association (OHILA) exists to provide leadership,
advocacy, training and networking opportunities for independent living programs and youth
throughout the state of Ohio. This professional support is committed in serving and preparing
Ohio’s youth for independent living and transitioning into adulthood.

How to be Involved: There are no membership fees or applications to participate in OHILA.
Meetings are held quarterly in conjunction with the Ohio Youth Advisory Board (OYAB).
Currently due to COVID-19 in person meetings are not possible, but we do meet virtually.
Meetings are held at 11 am the 3rd Thursday of January, April, July and October. In person
meetings end at 2 pm and are held at the Quest Center (8405 Pulsar Place) in Columbus.

What to Expect: Our meetings consist of a legislative update provided by a Transition Age Youth
Programs representative, guest speakers, and roundtable discussions. Our hope is that
everyone in the room shares their experiences, both positive and negative, to help support
workers in other counties and private agencies to improve the outcomes for youth in care.



Transition 
Age Youth 
Programs Program Oversight

o Independent Living Services (IL)

o IL Funding (Chafee & TANF/IL)

o Credit Reports for Youth in Foster Care

o National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD)

o Transition Planning 

o Educational Training Voucher Program

o Young Adult Services



OAC Rule 5101:2-42-19

o IL Services are to provided to all youth 
who are in the custody of a PCSA or 
PCPA, once they have reached the age 
of 14.

o Youth age 14 and older in care are to 
receive a copy of the “Foster Youth 
Rights Handbook” Form #JFS01677. 

o The PCSA or PCPA has 60 days from 
the time the youth attains the age 14 
to conduct a life skill assessment. 



PCSA Legal Involvement with Youth
PCSA Legal 

Involvement 
with Youth

All youth in the custody of a child welfare 
agency age 14 and above must be provided 
independent living services. 

This includes all custody types Voluntary 
Agreements for Care, Temporary Shelter 
Custody, Temporary Custody and Permanent 
Custody.  



IL
Assessments

Casey Life Skills Assessment 



IL
Services



IL
Plan Independent Living Plan



IL 
Flow Chart



IL 
Funding Independent Living Funds

$ CHAFEE $

o 5101:9-6-35 Chafee Allocation

o Youth in agency custody who has 
attained the age of 14

o Adults 18-21 who emancipated from 
PCSA custody

o Purchase of a CAR not to exceed 
$28,000 (must support the youth self-sufficiency 

plan)

o Can be used to support salary of 
Independent Living Staff

o Only 30% of the allocation can be used 
for Room and Board

$ TANF IL $

o 5101:9-6-08.6 TANF IL

o Youth in agency custody who has 
attained the age of 14

o Adults 18-21 who emancipated from 
PCSA custody

o Purchase of a used car – youth 
should be employed

o Pay for car repairs ($2000 max)

o Furniture ($1000 max)

o Cannot be used for staff salaries



IL 
Funding Independent Living Funding Cycles

JUL – AUG - SEPT- OCT – NOV – DEC - JAN  -FEB  -MAR – APR - MAY - JUN – JUL- AUG - SEPT 

TANF IL Funds are on the STATE FY that begins on July 1st and 
ends on June 30th

Chafee Funds are on the FEDERAL FY that begins on October 1st

and ends of September 30th



IL 
Services 



IL 
Services 

Academic Support
Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds 

Purchasing materials for extracurricular activities for your 
youth sports, plays, mock trial etc.  



IL 
Services 

Post-Secondary Educational
Support

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

Making college survival kits for your young adults, or even making 
sure more intense tutoring supports are available if needed.  



IL 
Services Career Preparation

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

This is a great opportunity to ensure your young adults 
have business casual and professional attire for 

interviews as well as success in their future careers. 

“Dress for  Success”



IL 
Services Employment Programs

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

Supporting your young adults in programs like CCMEP
purchasing their supplies that they may need to be 

Successful in the program. 



IL 
Services Budget & Financial Management 

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

Help your youth start saving accounts, write 
checks, cash checks. Create incentive programs. 

Give them money to practice budgeting. 



IL 
Services Housing

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

** after you reach your 30% Chafee mark for housing you 
may begin to use your TANF IL for housing

Whether or not your young adult is considering Bridges you 
can help them locate housing and pay deposits, first month 

rent and any other start up fees. 



IL 
Services Home Management

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

Some examples could  be purchasing dish sets, 
cookware sets and even vacuums



IL 
Services Meal Planning

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

This has the potential to be more than groceries, 
enroll youth into cooking classes, and/or provide 

them with a nutritionist



IL 
Services Health Education/ Risk Prevention

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

Providing your youth/ young adults with a Fitbit, 
and/or fitness coaches. Even enrolling your youth 

into classes at local recreation centers.



IL 
Services Family Support & Healthy Marriage Education

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

One example could be parenting classes 
for those in your custody who are 

expecting or parenting.



IL 
Services Mentoring

Use of Chafee & TANF IL Funds

Encourage your youth and young adults 
to seek out Mentoring programs and 
participate as mentor-ee or even an 

mentor. 

You can Incentivize participation!



IL 
Skills 

Toolkit Independent Living Skills Toolkit
o IL Skills Toolkit was designed to be a resource 

guide for Independent Living staff, caregivers and 

service providers to  improve life long outcomes 

for transitioning foster youth.

o The toolkit structure mirrors OAC 5101:2:42-19 

“Requirements for the Provision of Independent 

Living Services to Youth in Custody”, focusing on 

the 11 IL services. 

o Each service is divided into 11 sections in the 

toolkit, detailing information, recommendations 

and resources for supporting normalcy and 

making sure the youth in your care have the 

knowledge and skills needed to be self- sufficient 

beyond the age of 18.

o



IL 
Skills 

Toolkit Independent Living Skills Toolkit

o The toolkit also contains dollar symbols
through out the document outlining all the
activities that may qualify for Chafee and 
TANF IL funding. 

o The Appendices section of the toolkit provides
more guidance regarding funding



IL 
Skills 

Toolkit 



IL 
Classes

Life Skills Reimagined

Independent Living Classes

• Online course work that can be completed at the 
youth’s own pace. 

• Worker can track their progress online.

• 5 Courses – Communication Skills, Getting & Keeping a 
Job, Personal Finance, Independent Living, and 
Resiliency



IL 
Classes

Life Skills Reimagined Courses



IL 
Classes

PREP
• PREP is a statewide initiative aimed to reduce teen 

pregnancy, HIV and sexually transmitted infections in the 
state of Ohio for youth 14-21 years of age residing in foster 
care and the juvenile justice systems. 

Trainers
• Reach out to your District representative

The Personal Responsibility Education Program (PREP) 



IL 
Classes Ohio PREP District Contacts

Northwest District 1 - Williams, Fulton, Lucas, Defiance, Henry, Wood, Allen, Paulding, Putnam, 

Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca, Erie Huron, Hancock, Richland, Ashland, Wyandot, Crawford, Van 

Wert Coordinator: Dr Julie Chaya – Richland County Health Department (419)774-0098 | 

jchaya@richlandhealth.org

Northeast District 2 - Trumbull, Portage, Mahoning, Stark, Wayne, Holmes; Lorain, Cuyahoga, 

Lake, Geauga, Ashtabula, Medina, Summit, Columbiana, Coordinator: Erin Lark – Cuyahoga 

County Board of Health (216) 201-2001x1326 | elark@ccbh.net

Southeast District 3 - Vinton, Athens Gallia, Meigs Lawrence, , Coshocton, Muskingum, Perry, 

Morgan, Washington, Noble, Monroe, Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson; Carroll, 

Tuscarawas Coordinator: Tammy Derden- Nationwide Children’s Hospital (614)355-0658 | 
tammy.derden@nationwidechildrens.org

Southwest District 4 - Butler, Hamilton, Warren, Clermont, Clinton, Brown; Montgomery, 

Greene, Preble, Ross, Adams, Scioto, Pike, Jackson, Highland, Fayette Coordinator:  Jodi 

Harding - Lighthouse Family Youth Center (513) 487-7107 | jharding@lys.org

Central District 5 - Morrow, Knox, Union, Delaware, Franklin, Pickaway, Hocking, Madison, 

Licking, Fairfield; Auglaize, Shelby, Mercer, Miami, Champaign, Clark, Darke, Logan, Hardin, 

Marion. Coordinator: Tammy Derden- Nationwide Children’s Hospital (614)355-0658 | 
tammy.derden@nationwidechildrens.org

mailto:jchaya@richlandhealth.org
mailto:elark@ccbh.net
mailto:tammy.derden@nationwidechildrens.org
mailto:jharding@lys.org
mailto:tammy.derden@nationwidechildrens.org


IL 
Classes Create Your Own IL Classes 

o Research the different domains and create 
your own PowerPoint

o Google key terms, for example: self-esteem for 
teens handouts, healthily relationship for 
teens, etc.



IL 
Classes It’s My Move - http://itsmymove.org/

http://itsmymove.org/


IL 
Classes Casey Life Skills



Credit 
Reporting 

Requirements

o Must be requested annually 

for each youth in custody 

age 14 and older

o At least one request needs 

to be submitted prior to the 

first SAR after the youth 

turns 14

o Any inaccuracies must be 

reported to the OAG

Credit Reporting Requirement



Updated Credit 
Reporting 
Agencies 
Contact

Information



Updated Credit 
Reporting 
Agencies 
Contact

Information



OAG
ID Theft  

Notification & 
Affidavit
Minors



OAG
Consumer 
Protection  

Section



Credit 
Reporting 
Contact



NYTD What is NYTD?
NYTD stands for the National Youth in Transition Database.  NTYD is 
a database system that stores information from a series of surveys 
that are given to youth who have received Independent Living 
Services. 

NYTD is authorized by the John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence 
Act P.L. 106-169 and is federal program administered in all 50 states.

The goal is to determine if independent living services are 
adequately preparing and supporting youth during the transition 
from foster care to independent adulthood.

The NTYD survey is given to foster youth at age 17. The same youth 
are asked to take the survey at age 19 then 21 to see what services 
they use or need, and how we can make the transition to 
independence easier. 



NYTD The NYTD survey matters because if your states do not comply, they will 
lose Chafee funds which pay for housing, education, and independent 
living programs.



NYTD



NYTD COHORT 4 SURVEYS
FFY 2020

October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020

Youth who turn 17 while in care are surveyed. Youth must be 

surveyed on his/her 17th birthday or within 45 days after his/her 

17th birthday. If youth are surveyed before his/her 17th birthday or 

more than 45 days following his/her 17th birthday, the survey is 

invalid and no longer in the Cohort. 



NYTD Practical Strategies for Tracking & Locating Youth



NYTD
NYTD CONTACT

• Policy Related 
Transitional-Youth-
Programs@jfs.ohio.gov

• SACWIS Related 
Chris Beach
Christopher.Beach@jfs.ohio.gov

mailto:Transitional-Youth-Programs@jfs.ohio.gov


IL 
Transition 
Planning

Final Transition Planning

OAC Rule 5101:2-42-19

o At least 180 days (6 months) prior to youth’s emancipation, youth 
are provided information on post emancipation services and 
eligibility criteria to enroll in the  Bridges Program. 5101:2-42-19.2

o It is mandated that 90 days prior to a youth’s 
emancipation (Best Practice is at least 180 days prior to 

emancipation) The PCSA or PCPA works with the youth to develop a 
final transition plan. The plan is to be youth driven and as detailed 
as the youth chooses. 



IL 
Transition 
Planning

Final Transition Planning

The plan includes information such as: 

o Option to receive post emancipation services
o Health Care
o Employment Services
o Secondary and Post secondary education & 

training
o Obtaining and paying for housing
o Budgeting for necessary living expenses
o Obtaining a credit report
o Registering for selective services
o Information on obtaining a drivers licenses 



Young Adult 
Services

Young Adult Services

OAC Rule 5101:2-42-19.2

• Requirements to receive YAS 
services

• Types of Services available

• Financial & Educational Assistance



ETV Education Training Voucher

Education Training Voucher  (ETV) is program that provides up to $5,000 per year for 
academic and career training. 

Eligibility Requirements:

o Youth must either be in foster care on or after their 18th birthday 

o Youth was adopted from foster care and the adoption finalized on or after the 16th birthday. 

o Young adults age 18 to 25 who emancipated from care. 

o Youth’s custody is transferred to relative on or after the youth’s 16th birthday 

o Youth is a U.S. citizen or a qualified non-citizen 

o Youth has personal assets worth $10,000 or less. 

o Youth must have graduated from high school and must be accepted into/enrolled at a 
college, university, technical or vocational school. To remain eligible for ETV funding, youth 
must show progress toward a degree or certificate. 



ETV Education Training Voucher

oTuition & Fees

oBooks

oComputers

oSchool Supplies

oHousing

oMeal Plans

oTransportation 

oChild care



ETV Education Training Voucher

For more information or to apply for an 
education and training voucher go to:

https://www.fc2sprograms.org

https://www.fc2sprograms.org/




oBridges is a voluntary program designed to provide housing and case 
management supports to emancipated young adults. 

oBridges can assist with stable housing and offer support in working 
towards educational, employment and other personal independence 
goals.  

Bridges: What is it?



oHost Homes

• In-Home

• Supportive In-Home

oCommunity Housing

oSupportive Community Housing

oLeased Housing

oCollege Room & Board

oEmergency Housing

oNon-Paid

Bridges: Housing Options



o Left the custody of an Ohio PCSA at the age of 18, 19, or 20 
years old. 

o Young adults who turn 18 when in the care & placement 
responsibility of an Ohio Title IV-E Juvenile Court

o Young adults who turn 18 when in the care & placement 
responsibility of DYS and are in a IV-E reimbursable placement 
setting.

o Must meet at least one of  the following eligibility criteria:

Bridges: Who’s eligible?



oCompleting secondary education or a program leading to an equivalent 
credential; 
• Enrollment in school to receive high school diploma
• Enrollment in GED program

oEnrolled in an institution that provides post- secondary or vocational 
education; 
• Public or Private 4 year college or university
• Community College
• Vocational Programs
• Technical Schools

Bridges: Eligibility Criteria



oParticipating in a program or activity designed to promote, or remove 
barriers to, employment;
• CCMEP

• Job Corps

• Job skills training

oEmployed for at least eighty hours per month;
• Regular Employment

• AmeriCorps

• Internship/Externship

oIncapable of doing any of the above activities due to a medical 
condition, which incapacity is supported by regularly updated 
information from a qualified practitioner.

Bridges: Eligibility Criteria









o At least 180 days (6 months) before the young adult’s 18th birthday:

• PCSA worker educates the young adult on Bridges and the program’s eligibility criteria.

oAssess young adult’s individual needs, including if linkage to other support 
systems need to be made (e.g. Developmental Disabilities)

o Is the young adult still in high school and will graduate by their 18th birthday?

Warm Handoff & 5101:2-42-19



oAt least 90 days before termination of PCSA Custody or emancipation of a 
young adult:

• PCSA worker will refer young adult (if interested) to Bridges

• PCSA worker will assign the Bridges Representative(s) to the case in SACWIS;

• Bridges Representative will share information about the program and what 
documentation is needed to apply.

• PCSA worker will discuss the final transition plan with Bridges Representative;
• Bridges is not the young adult’s final transition plan

• What is the young adult’s plan for housing upon emancipation?  Leverage county resources to 
ensure housing during the Bridges enrollment process.

• Bridges cannot provide funds to young adult until application is approved.

• PCSA worker & Bridges Representative will continue to meet and collaborate until the 
young adult emancipates and the PCSA’s custody is terminated.

Warm Handoff & 5101:2-42-19



http://bridgestosuccess.jfs.ohio.gov/index.stm

http://bridgestosuccess.jfs.ohio.gov/index.stm


o 30 days prior to young adult’s emancipation:

• Bridges provider agency is assigned and the Bridges Supervisor or Liaison will reach out 
to connect with PCSA and referred young adult

• Determine if one of the eligibility criteria can be met for the young adult to be enrolled 
in the bridges program upon the young adult emancipating from care.

• Continue to include the Bridges Regional Coordinator, Bridges Supervisor and/or 
Bridges Liaison in transition planning for young adult

Warm Handoff & 5101:2-42-19



o 14 days prior to young adult’s emancipation:

• PCSA worker is to ensure the young adult has all documents required to enroll in the 
Bridges program – please consult with Bridges Supervisor and Liaison to review if 
documentation is appropriate

oEnsure that the young adult’s person profile in SACWIS is completely up to 
date (i.e. address, contact info, medical providers, diagnosis, medication, 
education, income – SSI, Soc Sec)

Warm Handoff & 5101:2-42-19



oUntil the young adult emancipates, the PCSA remains responsible for:

• Case Management

• Visitation requirements

• Final transition plan

oA young adult is not enrolled in Bridges until the application is approved

• Once PCSA enters custody term date in SACWIS, Bridges Application can be processed 
to ODJFS for approval.

• Remember, Bridges cannot provide funds to young adult until application is approved.

• PCSA should plan ahead to provide resources to the young adult should there be a 
delay in Bridges enrollment.

Remember…



oAlso, prior to emancipation the PCSA is to: 

• Coordinate & obtain necessary documents from:
• Health Department (birth certificate)

• Social Security Administration (original social security card)

• Bureau of Motor Vehicles (state ID)

• Provide the youth with copies of:
• Copy of the Final Transition Plan

• Health records & education records

• Letter verifying youth emancipated from foster care (SACWIS generated)

• Document in SACWIS the date that this information was provided to young adult

Remember… (5101:2-42-19)







Bridges: 5 Regions & Grantees

Region 1:  Northeast Region
ne.region@cfhcohio.org/(614)656-6328

Region 2:  Southeast Region
se.region@cfhcohio.org/(614)869-3889

Region 3:  Central Region
c.region@cfhcohio.org/(614)655-8259

Region 4:  Southwest Region
sw.region@cfhcohio.org/(614)568-6596

Region 5:  Northwest Region
nw.region@cfhcohio.org/(614)568-9428



Bridges: Personnel & Contacts

Collaborative
Geoffrey Hollenbach Bridges Program Administrator Geoff.Hollenbach@cfhcohio.org

Don Kuchey Bridges Regional Coordinator, SW Region Don.Kuchey@cfhcohio.org

Latasha Colbert Bridges Regional Coordinator, NE Region Latasha.Colbert@cfhcohio.org

Heidi Reddy Bridges Regional Coordinator, Central Region Heidi.Reddy@cfhcohio.org

Sarah Shooter Bridges Regional Coordinator, SE Region Sarah.Shooter@cfhcohio.org

Jason Harland Bridges Regional Coordinator, NW Region Jason.Harland@cfhcohio.org

ODJFS
Jana Pearce Bridges Section Chief Jana.Pearce@jfs.ohio.gov

Domonique Chapman Bridges Policy Developer, Central Region Domonique.Chapman@jfs.ohio.gov

Sarah Levels Bridges Policy Developer, NE Region Sarah.Levels@jfs.ohio.gov

Jen Lowell Bridges Policy Developer, SW Region Jennifer.Lowell2@jfs.ohio.gov

Jennifer Shoemaker Bridges Policy Developer NW & SE Region Jennifer. Shoemaker2@jfs.ohio.gov

Carrie Block Adoption Assistance Connections & Bridges Policy 
Developer

Carrie.Block@jfs.ohio.gov

Website: bridgestosuccess.jfs.ohio.gov/index.stm Email: Bridges@jfs.ohio.gov

http://bridgestosuccess.jfs.ohio.gov/index.stm
mailto:Bridges@jfs.ohio.gov


Q & A



IL CONTACTS IL Contact Information 

Independent Living/ Transition Age Youth Mail Box (Program Questions)
Transitional-Youth-Programs@jfs.ohio.gov

Laurie Valentine, Program Manager – Laurie.Valentine@jfs.ohio.gov

Shelly Boyd, Policy Developer – Shelly.Boyd@jfs.ohio.gov

Nashawn Lariviere, Foster Youth Advocate – Nashawn.Lariviere@jfs.ohio.gov

Talia Holmes, Foster Youth Advocate – Talia.Holmes@jfs.ohio.gov

mailto:Transitional-Youth-Programs@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:Laurie.Valentine@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:Shelly.Boyd@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:Nashawn.Lariviere@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:Talia.Holmes@jfs.ohio.gov

